Are we close to the
apocalypse?
by Pastor Larry Siekawitch

The World is in Chaos
The world is in chaos. We have a pandemic that has shut down the
entire world, which is unprecedented. We have had pandemics before,
but we have never seen them bring the whole world to a halt. Anarchy
is rampant with people calling for the abolishment of the police, and
violent people taking over sections of cities. What does this mean
eschatologically? I met my friend Eric again. We talked about Jesus.
People seem to be more open to talking about Jesus. We covered the
pandemic and the riots and the fear that comes with these kinds of
things. I suggested hope that a vaccine would come soon and end the
pandemic, and he said, “Yeah, until another one comes.” We then
discussed Matthew 24 that describes the birth pain signs that would
come before the return of Jesus. I told him he was correct; another
pandemic would come if we are getting closer to the end of time. How
do we know?

Historically
Throughout history there have been a lot of crazy claims that the end of
the world was near. Sometimes people actually sold their homes and
waited (unsuccessfully) for Jesus to come back. Jesus said that no one
knew the day or hour of His return (Mt 24:36); so why do people guess?
Can we know when the time is near? Yes!
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Jesus said...
Jesus said we can’t know the exact timing, but we could know the season. Matthew 24 was
written to reveal the signs of the end times. His disciples asked Him, “What will be the sign of
your coming and of the end of the age?” Jesus then gave what is called the birth pain principle
(v.8). He listed several things that we can expect to see all at once, closer and closer together
and in greater and greater intensity – like birth pains. After this list, He declares, “And then
the end will come.” So, what are these birth pains?

False Teachers
1. False teachers will proliferate: Cults abound,
and false teachers are everywhere, especially on
TV. How can we know truth from deception? Go
by the Bible; it’s the only fully reliable source and
is a gift from God to help us not be deceived (2
Tim 3:16-17).

Wars will increase
2. Wars will increase leading to Armageddon: The threat of war has not abated, and the
hotspot is the Middle East. If you were to tell people 150 years ago that the most dangerous
place for war would be the Middle East, they would have laughed at you. What made the
back side of the desert the center of trouble and potential WWIII? 3 things: 1) The rise of
Islam, 2) the discovery of oil, and 3) Israel becoming a nation as predicted by God (Isa 66:78; Hos 3:4-5). It is no coincidence that the Jewish people are back in their homeland after
2000 years of wandering, and all their neighbors want to annihilate them. Have you ever
wondered why antisemitism is still the #1 hate crime? Because Satan hates the Jewish race
(Rev 12). The fact that the Jews are back in their homeland after almost 2000 years of
wandering and persecution is amazing. We are seeing prophecy fulfilled before our eyes.
Ezekiel 37 reveals a two-step plan where Israel would first come back to their homeland and
then receive the Spirit when they put their trust in Jesus (Zech 12:10). They are back home,
so the next step is for them to receive Jesus; many are already. According to Gen 15:13-16 a
generation is 100 years. Israel has been a nation since 1948. Could that generation see these
two steps fulfilled?
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Luke 21:11
There will be violent earthquakes, and famines
and plagues in various places, and there will be
terrifying sights and great signs from heaven.

Natural
Disasters
3. Natural disasters will
multiply: Famines and
plagues – 1/6 of the world
suffers from acute or chronic
hunger due to mostly humanmade famines. The plague of
AIDS is showing no signs of a
slowdown. Earthquakes have
dramatically increased
according to the U.S.
Geological Survey in
Boulder, CO. Crazy weather
has become the new normal,
moving rapidly to the
fulfillment of Revelation
16:8-9. Whatever you think
about global warming it
looks like it is here to stay.
Other strange events can be
seen; just Google “rivers
turning red” to see that Rev
16:4 is getting close.
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Persecution

Apostacy

4. Persecution will
dramatically increase:
VOM has revealed that
more Christians have been
killed in the world
specifically because of
their faith (primarily by
Muslims) in the last 50
years than the previous
2000 years put together.
Radical Islamic terrorism
is not going away. Why do
people hate Christians so
much? Because Satan
hates Christians (Rev 12).
Satan hates God’s people,
both the Jewish race and
Christianity (Rom 11).

5. Apostasy will take place
(2 Thess 2:3; 1 Tim 4:1-2;
2 Tim 3:1-5): Theological
liberalism, Postmodernism
and lukewarm churches
have all contributed to a
mass exodus of young
people from dead church
life. Militant atheism and
Anti-Christian higher
education have also helped
to convince many young
people to leave the church.
The one exception to this
exodus is on-fire
Evangelical churches that
still teach the Bible. The
lawlessness and anarchy
we are seeing today is a
direct result of the overall
abandonment of God’s
moral standards as taught
in the Bible.

Matthew
24:14...and then
the end will come.
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revival
6. Revival will flourish (Mt 24:14): Do you know what the fastest growing religion is in the
world today? Evangelical, Bible believing Christianity. China, Africa and South America are
seeing unprecedented growth. Even in the U.S. many churches are seeing regular conversions,
because the Holy Spirit is moving in this world to bring one last revival (or possibly series of 3
revivals as seen in Rev 7:9-14; 11:13; 14:6). I would encourage you to get in on it!

how should we respond?
So, what should be our response? First, be excited! God will take care of His people (Ps 37).
If we listen to Him, He will direct our steps. It might be hard, but it will not be dull. Second,
don’t fear (Isa 43:1-5). There is no reason to be afraid when you have the Almighty God on
your side. Third, Tell people about Jesus (Mt 28:18-20). We don’t want anyone to miss out.
Tell your family, friends, neighbors, acquaintances and strangers. Fourth, don’t panic. It
might not be for a while still. It seems close, but that doesn’t necessarily mean tomorrow.
Live your normal life, but also live an extraordinary life being filled with the Spirit so that
you are ready anytime. Finally, keep seeking to mature as a disciple of Christ. Read your
Bible and pray every day. Get involved in a Life Group. Take part in the Sunday services.
Find a ministry that fits how God has made you. Let Him find you seeking Him and sharing
Him when He returns. More than anything else at His return, I want to hear those words,
“Well done, good and faithful servant; enter into My joy.”

Are you a follower of christ?
If you are not sure if you are a true Christian, then follow these steps: How can I be saved?
Repent of your sins, place your faith in Jesus, and get baptized as the initial outward
expression of that faith.
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But when these things begin to take place,
stand up and lift up your heads, because your
redemption is near.

We must repent
1. We must repent: In Acts 2,
Peter preached the gospel to
a large crowd and they asked
how they should respond. He
answered, “Repent and be
baptized, every one of you, in
the name of Jesus Christ for
the forgiveness of your sins.
And you will receive the gift
of the Holy Spirit.”
Repentance is a change of
mind and heart about your
sin. You see it as bad; you
wished you wouldn’t have
done it, and you don’t want
to do it again. But you also
realize that you can’t stop in
your own strength.

I’m praying for you,
Pastor Larry Siekawitch
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faith in Christ
2. We must place our faith in
Jesus: Ephesians 2:8-9 makes
it clear that we are not saved
by works; we are saved by
God’s grace alone through
faith in Christ alone. Real
faith includes surrender.
Romans 10:9 states, “If you
declare with your mouth,
‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in
your heart that God raised
him from the dead, you will
be saved.” Jesus died to pay
the penalty for our sins that
we couldn’t pay as our
substitute. We surrender to
Him as Lord in faith, trusting
in Him to save us rather than
ourselves. Jesus always called
us to follow Him. Will you
surrender and follow Him?

Believe Jesus
3. When we trust in Jesus, we
outwardly express that faith in
baptism. Baptism is like a wedding
ring; it is the sign of the covenant
you make when you become a
Christian (1 Pe 3:21). It is a burial
(Rom 6:2-4), where you die to the
old way of life and rise to newness
of life in Christ. You get baptized
when you get saved, not as a baby.
You don’t get the wedding ring
before the wedding. In every
instance in the Bible people got
saved and baptized as believers
(Acts 22:16). You can’t get saved
by proxy. You personally must
repent, believe and be baptized.
The end is near. Are you ready? If
you have more questions, please
give us a call; there is nothing more
important than your salvation.
You can know for sure if you are
saved and on your way to heaven
(1 John 5:13). Harvest Fellowship
320-529-8838.
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